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 What is Connecting for Health?
 

• A public-private collaborative 
• Markle Foundation & Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation 
• Purpose: 

To catalyze changes on a national basis to 
create an interconnected, electronic health 
information infrastructure to support better
health and healthcare 



   

  

 


 

 

Why Share Health Information? 

• Now health information is
 
scattered/disconnected
 

• Quality 
• Cost 
• To empower consumers/patients 



     

 
  


 

 

	 
	 

	 

How does Connecting for Health
 
fit in?
 

•	 Technology standards and adoption 
•	 Policy framework for successful

implementation 
•	 Role of the consumer 



  

 

  


 What was our Process?
 

• Start from Design Principles 
• Lay out a Roadmap 
• Build a Prototype 
• Develop a Common Framework 

Multi-stakeholder expertise & consensus 
are key throughout 



 

  


 Technical Principles
 

1. Make it “Thin” 
2. Avoid “Rip and Replace” 
3. Separate Applications from the 

Network 
4. Decentralization 
5. Federation 
6. Flexibility 
7. Privacy and Security 
8. Accuracy 



  
  

  

 


 


 

Privacy Principles 
1. Openness and Transparency 
2. Purpose Specification and

Minimization 
3. Collection Limitation 
4. Use Limitation 
5. Individual Participation and Control
 
6. Data Integrity and Quality 
7. Security Safeguards and Controls
 
8. Accountability and Oversight 
9. Remedies 



   

  

  


 

 

What does the resulting “model”
 
look like?
 

• Built on healthcare as we know it—but 
interconnected 

• Decentralized—no national ID, central 
database 

• Everyone uses the Common 
Framework 





 

  

 

  


 Sample Policy Documents
 

From P8 – Breaches, p. 4 

Sample policy 
language 

CFH 
Recommended 

policy 

From M2 – Model Contract, p. 10 



 
 Sample Technical Documents (T2)
 



    
  

   
  

  
     

    
 

 
 
  


 

 


 

Who Developed the Prototype and
 
the Common Framework?
 

• Connecting for Health Steering Group 
• Policy Subcommittee: Co-Chairs Bill 

Braithwaite and Mark Frisse 
• Technical Subcommittee: Chair: Clay Shirky
 
• Three communities and teams: 

– Boston: MA-SHARE and technical partner CSC 
– Indianapolis: Regenstrief Institute and 

Indianapolis Health Information Exchange (IHIE) 
– Mendocino:  Mendocino HRE and technical 

partner Browsersoft, Inc. 



  

  

 
 


 Common Framework Resources
 

• All available free at 
www.connectingforhealth.org 

• Policy and technical guides, model
contractual language 

• Registration for AHRQ/NORC Common 
Framework discussion forum 

• Software code from regional prototype 
sites:  Regenstrief, MAShare, OpenHRE 

• Email to info@markle.org 

http://www.connectingforhealth.org/�
mailto:info@markle.org�
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